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Guidelines for TVCL Umpires 

Match Reports and Disciplinary Issues 

 

The notes in this document have been extracted from the 2019 TVCL Handbook and been arranged to 

provide a simple guide allowing you, the umpire, to deal efficiently with any match disciplinary and 

reporting issues.  

 

Where applicable reference has been made to ECB ACO Guidelines and the  

MCC Laws of Cricket (2017 Code – 2nd Edition 2019). 
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MATCH RULES 

 

1. LAWS 
 

TVCL Matches shall be played according to the Laws of Cricket (2017 Code – 2nd Edition 2019).  

 

• Law 41 (Unfair Play) - will be fully implemented in Divisions 1 to 4 by the Panel or Club Umpires (Player 

Umpires are excluded).  

 

Dependent on the offence and in line with the Laws the Umpire may issue a warning, a suspension from 

bowling, 5 Penalty Runs and subject to Report to the DCSC. See Appendix B for a breakdown of the list of 

offences. 

Appendix A details the sequence of events that should be followed. 

 

To confirm, in Divisions 5 to 9 the only occasion for 5 Penalty Runs to be awarded is for the ball hitting a 

helmet on the ground (Law 28.3.2). 

 

• Law 42 (Players’ conduct) - the application of in-match penalties shall only be applied by TVCL Panel 
Umpires in Divisions 1, 2a & 2b, in accordance with the ECB ACO Law 42 Guidance – Flow Chart that has 
been issued to ALL members of ECB ACO.  
 
Any misconduct is to be reported after the match as per the Discipline, Complaints & Appeals Procedures. 
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Guidance Notes for Umpires on the Completion of Match Report 
 

These notes are intended to provide guidance for Panel Umpires when completing the Umpires Form, so that a 

degree of consistency may be achieved. They provide an indication of the sort of factors that may affect markings 

but do not attempt to suggest the number of marks that should be deducted – this is determined by the severity and 

is "in the opinion of the Umpire". 

 

Marks are required in several categories, each of these should initially be given 6 marks (the maximum possible) and 

then deductions made where the Umpires observe shortcomings. The remainder of this note suggests some of those 

shortcomings, but the list may not be exhaustive. If awarding a mark lower than 3, the comments box on the 

form should be used to indicate why marks were deducted. THIS SHOULD NOT BE AN ALTERNATIVE TO 

SUBMITTING A DISCIPLINARY REPORT. 

 

a) Captains – Captains should be marked for knowledge and application of the Laws of Cricket and TVCL Match 

Rules, example setting, control of their teams and over-rates. 

 

b) Players' Discipline – players should be congenial and considerate to each other and towards officials. "Sledging" 

of any form is not allowed and should be reflected in your marks and reported to the D&C Sub-Committee. Excessive 

swearing or swearing that could be heard by spectators should lose marks. Dissent to Umpires’ decisions should 

lose marks, serious dissent should also be reported. Bowlers and Captains "querying" decisions should not 

necessarily be considered dissent, e.g. a quiet "what was wrong with that Ump" might be deemed reasonable. 

However, excessive (i.e. too frequent) queries should be discouraged by a quiet word with the Captain. If there is no 

improvement, then marks should be deducted. Any deliberate action by a player that may annoy another player 

should lose marks. A poor over-rate is often the result of needless time wasting and should be penalised under this 

category. 

 

Marking Criteria Guidance – Pitch 
 
Excellent Pitch (justifying mark of 5) 

• The surface should be “dry” at the start of the game. 

• If pace bowlers are able to run through and bowl at full pace and the batsmen feel secure in their stance and 
running, the pitch qualifies as “dry”. 

• Ball bounce should be “true” and the ball should not noticeably lose pace as result of hitting the pitch. On 
pitching, the ball should leave the surface at approximately the same angle to the horizontal as that at which it 
struck it which should enable it to “carry” at a consistent height to the wicketkeeper dependent on the pace of the 
bowler. 

• (The new ball may be expected to facilitate a somewhat greater degree of bounce and carry than when it has lost 
its shine and hardness.) 

• Batsmen should be able to trust the consistency of the pace and bounce of the pitch enabling them to play their 
shots. 

• (N.B. So called “tennis ball” bounce is not a true bounce. It is caused by the ball gripping the surface, either 
through friction or by the ball digging in, which slows its forward momentum, converting it into vertical momentum, 
hence the ball rises at a steeper angle) 

• The pitch should provide a fair contest between bat and ball. 

• The pitch should not provide excessive assistance to either seam bowlers or to spinners although a small amount 
of wear during the course of the match is normal, providing some variability to assist the bowlers later on. 

• (N.B. Runs scored on the day are a secondary consideration because it is possible for a low scoring game to 
occur on an excellent pitch depending on the relative abilities of the sides, and for a high scoring game to occur 
on a pitch which does not meet the criteria described above, the most obvious example being the consistent but 
easy paced pitch which can make it easy for batsmen of moderate ability to stay in). 
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• The pitch should be judged mainly on how it plays rather than appearance, however there should be no weeds in 
the playing strip and the cutting out of the pitch and the markings should be completely in accordance with the 
Laws. 

• If a pitch is being re-used, as would be expected to occur as the season progresses, then adequate repairs 
should have been made to bowlers’ footholds and batsmen’s block holes etc. 

The ends should remain stable and not break up significantly during the match. 

• Provided that gradients are even, slope is not an issue. 

• The grass on the pitch does not necessarily have to be straw coloured and superficial blemishes are irrelevant if 
there is no discernible effect on how the pitch plays. Narrow cracks are not an issue provided the edges of the 
cracks and the blocks of soil are stable and do not cause unpredictable bounce or lateral deviation. 

 

Poor Pitch (justifying mark of 2) 

 
Some or all of the list below. 

• Bounce either very low, unexpectedly high, totally unpredictable or a combination of these characteristics. 

• Batsmen find it very difficult to play strokes using conventional technique. 

• Bowlers dominate proceedings because the vagaries of the surface enable them to gain wickets without 
necessarily having to work for them. 

• Pitch surface unstable from the outset, usual reasons being too wet/ too dry/ badly prepared 

• The pitch surface is uneven due to bad levels or major un-repaired damage/ or coarse/clumpy/over-long grass 

• Pitch obviously not marked out correctly in accordance with the laws. 
 

N.B. Poor playing characteristics can occur in pitches which superficially look similar to other pitches which perform 

well. The reasons are usually fundamental structural problems below the soil surface such as buried thatch, root 

breaks and layering. 

 
Unacceptable Pitch (justifying mark of 1) 
If any of the characteristics described above for Poor Pitch are so bad that the pitch is dangerous or prevents play, it 

is Unacceptable 

 

Marking Criteria Guidance – Outfield 
 

Excellent Outfield (justifying mark of 5) 

 

• The ball should run true without unexpected deviation due to holes, ruts and other obstructions. Good strokes by 
batsmen should have a fair chance of reaching the boundary along the ground. 

• Outfield should be “close mown” but unless irrigation is available to cope with drought stress in hot dry weather it 
should not be cut too short. 

• Weeds should not be noticeable after the end of May, by which time any emerging should have been treated. 

• A good appearance produced by cutting in bays/stripes enhances the playing experience. 

• Gang mowing is acceptable provided that clippings are not noticeable. 

• Full set of sightscreens located outside the boundary. 

• Boundary line clearly marked with a rope, or a white line with flags 
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Poor Outfield (justifying mark of 2) 

 

• Outfield grass is too long/weed infested or there are excessive lumps of clippings lying around, as a result of 
which the ball stops quickly and is extremely difficult to hit to the boundary along the ground.  

• Outfield hard and bumpy. This can be due to cutting too short which is not advisable unless irrigation is available 
to cope with hot weather and drought. 

• Shared use facility which has been overplayed with winter sports and not adequately renovated prior to the 
cricket season, leading to unevenness and poor grass cover. 

• Excessive litter, dog mess, rabbit holes and the like. 

• No boundary line or rope. 

 

Unacceptable Outfield (justifying mark of 1) 

 

If any of the above characteristics given for a Poor Outfield are so severe as to constitute a serious hazard to players 

or prevent the game being properly conducted, it is Unacceptable. 

 
 

DISCIPLINE COMPLAINTS 
 

 
These procedures are defined and overseen by a sub-committee created by the Management Committee, known as 

the Discipline and Complaints Sub-Committee (“DCSC”). 

The DCSC or the Management Committee shall follow the procedures detailed below and shall take account of 

codes of conduct, guidelines, and policies issued from time to time by the ECB. 

 

1. AIMS AND JURISDICTION  

 
The TVCL is committed to maintaining the highest standards of behaviour and conduct. To this end, these discipline 
regulations, incorporating major parts of the ECB Model Code of Conduct and The Spirit of Cricket have been 
adopted by the TVCL.  
 
For the purposes of these regulations, the definition of ‘Participant’ shall throughout this document be deemed to 
mean and include not only any player, whether professional or otherwise, but also any member or official of any 
Member Club in any incident of alleged misconduct occurring during a TVCL Match at the Venue (being any part of 
the cricket ground or building and not merely the field of play).  
 
The regulations shall apply to any Participant at any Member Club, in all Divisions of the TVCL Championship. Any 
Member Club which fails to take all reasonable steps to ensure the proper conduct of its Participants in these matters 
for which the Member Club is responsible or acts in any way which is prejudicial or detrimental to the interests or 
reputation of the TVCL, breaches this Code of Conduct.  
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2. CODE OF CONDUCT AND SPIRIT OF CRICKET  
 
2.1. Code of Conduct  
 
During a TVCL Match: 

 
2.1.1. All Member Clubs and Participants, by virtue of their registration with the TVCL, explicitly agree to abide by 

this Code of Conduct, which incorporates the Spirit of Cricket, and are bound by these provisions.  
 

2.1.2. The captains are responsible, at all times, for ensuring that play is conducted within the Spirit of Cricket as 
well as within the Laws.  
 

2.1.3. Participants must at all times accept the umpire’s decision. Participants must not show dissent at the 
umpire’s decision or react in a provocative or disapproving manner towards another Participant or 
spectator.  
 

2.1.4. Participants shall not intimidate assault or attempt to intimidate or assault an umpire, another Participant or 
spectator.  
 

2.1.5. Participants shall not use crude and/or abusive language (known as “sledging”), nor make offensive 
gestures or hand signals, nor deliberately distract an opponent. 
 

2.1.6. Participants shall not use language or gestures that offend, insult, humiliate, intimidate, threaten, disparage 
or vilify another person on the basis of that person’s race, religion, sexual orientation, colour, descent or 
national or ethnic origin.  
 

2.1.7. Participants shall not use or in any way be concerned in the use or distribution of illegal drugs.  

 

 

At all times: 

 
2.1.8. Participants shall not make any public or media comment which is detrimental to the TVCL, Member Clubs, 

umpires or the game in general. In this instance, media shall include press, radio, television, external 
websites, club websites, social networking sites and club match day programmes.  
 

2.1.9. Participants shall not subsequently disclose or comment upon any alleged breach of this Code outside of 
these procedures.  
 

2.1.10. Member Clubs must take adequate steps to ensure the good behaviour of its Participants.  
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2.2. Spirit of Cricket  
 
Cricket is a game that owes much of its unique appeal to the fact that it should be played not only within its Laws, but 
also within the Spirit of the Game. Any action which is seen to abuse this spirit causes injury to the game itself.  
 
 
2.2.1 There are two Laws which place the responsibility for the team’s conduct firmly on the captain. 

  
Responsibility of Captains  
The captains are responsible at all times for ensuring that play is conducted within the Spirit of the Game as 
well as within the Laws. Refer to Law 1.4 where necessary. 

 
Participant Conduct  
In the event of any Participant failing to comply with the instructions of an umpire, criticising their decision by 
word or action, showing dissent, or generally behaving in a manner which might bring the game into 
disrepute, the umpire concerned shall in the first place report the matter to the other umpire and to the 
Participant’s captain, requesting the latter to take action.  

 
2.2.2 Participants  

Captains and umpires together set the tone for the conduct of a cricket match. Every Participant is expected 
to make an important contribution to this.  

 
 

2.2.3 Fair and Unfair Play  
According to the Laws the umpires are the sole judges of fair and unfair play. The umpires may intervene at 
any time, and it is the responsibility of the captain to take action where required. Refer to Law 41 where 
necessary. 

 
2.2.4 The umpires are authorised to intervene in cases of:  

• Time wasting,  

• Damaging the pitch,  

• Dangerous or unfair bowling, 

• Tampering with the ball,  

• Any other action that they consider to be unfair 

 
2.2.5 The Spirit of the Game involves RESPECT for:  

• Your opponents,  

• Your own captain and team,  

• The role of the umpires, 

• The game’s traditional values  

 
2.2.6 It is against the Spirit of the Game:  

• To dispute an umpire’s decision by word, action or gesture  

• To direct abusive language towards an opponent or umpire  

• To indulge in cheating or any sharp practice, for instance:  

i) Appeal knowing the batsman is not out  

ii) Advance towards an umpire in an aggressive manner when appealing  

iii) Seek to distract an opponent either verbally or by harassment with persistent clapping or 
unnecessary noise under the guise of enthusiasm and motivation of one’s own side.  

 
2.2.7 Violence  

• There is no place for any act of violence during a TVCL Match. 
  

2.3 Failure to comply with the provisions of the Code of Conduct will lead to disciplinary action. 
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3. BREACHES  
 
3.1. A breach of the disciplinary regulations occurs when: 

  
i) Any Participant in the course of, or in connection with a match, offends against the Code of Conduct or 

acts at any time to prejudice the good name of interest of the TVCL. 

ii) Any Member Club fails to properly control or discipline its Participants or acts in a manner prejudicial to 
the good name or interest of the TVCL.  

 
3.2. Any Participant or Member Club committing such a breach shall be liable to penalties in the manner 

prescribed in this procedure.  
 

3.3. A breach of the Code of Conduct will normally be categorised as Level 1, 2, 3 or 4, as set out in Appendix 1.  

 
3.4. Reporting of Breaches by Umpires  
 
3.4.1. For a first offence of a Level 1 breach of the Code of Conduct in a match, the umpire(s) should issue the 

Participant with a Warning as to their future conduct and advise the Participant and their captain that any 
repetition in that match will result in a Formal Report.  
 

3.4.2. If any Participant receiving such a Warning subsequently commits a further Level 1 breach in the same 
match, the umpire(s) will advise the Participant and their captain that they will be submitting a Formal 
Report. 
 

3.4.3. However, should the umpire(s) consider that the first offence of a Level 1 breach is sufficiently serious, they 

have the authority to decide to submit a Formal Report without having previously issued a Warning. The 

Participant and his captain should be advised accordingly. 

 

3.4.4. In all instances of any perceived Level 2, 3 or 4 breach, the umpire(s) must complete a Formal Report. 

 

3.4.5. Notification that a Formal Report is to be submitted following any alleged breach of the Code of Conduct 

must first be advised, by the umpire(s), to the Participant and their captain or an executive of that 

Participants Member Club, on the day of the alleged offence, prior to the umpire(s) leaving the Venue. 

Exceptionally where this is not possible (e.g. due to the Participant(s) leaving the Venue early), the 

umpire(s) must advise the Participant’s Member Club League Representative in writing within 24 hours of 

the TVCL Match. 

 

3.4.6. The Formal Report should normally be submitted using the standard discipline report form supplied by the 

Discipline and Complaints Sub Committee and available on the TVCL website. 

 

 

4. PROCEDURE FOR REPORTING COMPLAINTS 
 
Formal Reports from Umpires 
 
4.1. Any such alleged breach of the Code of Conduct subject to a Formal Report (also known as a ‘complaint’) 

will then be notified by the Umpire to the TVCL Secretary within 24 hours of the end of the TVCL Match. 
The Formal Report should subsequently be sent, preferably by email and be received within 72 hours of the 
end of the TVCL Match.  

 

4.2. It is intended that any breach of the Code of Conduct to be reported by umpires, shall in the first instance 
be dealt with by investigation by the Member Club, following the notification by the umpire(s) that they shall 
be submitting a Formal Report to the TVCL. The Member Club shall notify the TVCL Secretary within 72 
hours of the end of the TVCL Match as to any action taken.  

 

 

Extract from the Umpires Form states: 

If 'Level 1 Warning only' applies (for the first and only Level 1 offence - Law 42.2.2.3) a report is still required This 

should be made on the simplified Law 41 report form; other reports should use the full Discipline Report Form Brief 

note of problems (informal reports only) 

 

Use the links above to download the relevant report form  

http://www.tvlcricket.com/documents/Umpires%20Law%2041%20Report.docx
http://www.tvlcricket.com/documents/Umpires%20D&C%20Report%20(2018).docx


Page | 9  July 19                                    Compiled by BCOA 
 

Appendix A 

 

ECB ACO Law 42 Guidance – Flow Chart 

 
If you consider that the conduct of a participant to be unacceptable. 

 

Immediately Call & Signal “Dead Ball” 
(unless this disadvantages the non-offending team, in which case wait until the ball is dead. 

 

Collect the Ball from the fielding team 

 

Consult your Colleague 
Decide whether mis conduct has occurred, if so at what Level (see Appendix B) and decide upon the sanctions 

 

Call “Time” 

 

Summon the offending participants Captain 
In the case of the batting side the captain should be summoned on to the field. See notes below: 

 

Inform him that an offence has taken place, at what Level and what the sanction will be. 

 

Apply the Sanctions as defined in Law 42  

 

Record what has happened and what actions were taken 

 

As soon as practicable call “Play” and resume 

 

Report as detailed in paragraph as per paragraph 3.4.5 

 

 

Notes: 

 

For the first Level 1 offence for a member of the batting side you may decide talk to the batsman at the crease and 

report to the Captain / Team Manager at the earliest opportunity. 
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Appendix B 

 

BREACHES OF DISCIPLINE – which shall apply in all Divisions. 

 
Certain conduct, whether on or off the field of play of play, amounting to a breach of the Laws of Cricket and/or the 

Spirit of Cricket has been categorised into 4 Levels which are set out below:-  

 

Level 1  
a) time wasting by either the fielding side or the batting side  

b) abuse of the cricket ground, equipment or fixtures  

c) showing dissent at an umpire’s decision by word or action  

d) using language that is obscene, offensive or insulting and or the making of an obscene gesture  

e) excessive appealing  

 

Level 2  

a) showing serious dissent at an umpire’s decision by word or action  

b) inappropriate and deliberate physical contact between players in the course of play  

c) charging or advancing towards an umpire in an aggressive manner when appealing  

d) deliberate and malicious distraction or obstruction on the field of play, regardless as to whether such 
conduct is deemed to be fair under law 42.5  

e) throwing the ball at or near a player, umpire or official in an inappropriate and dangerous manner  

f) using language or gesture that is obscene or of a serious insulting nature to another player, umpire, team 
official or spectator  

g) changing the condition of the ball other than as permitted by Law 42.3  

h) the bowling of fast short pitched balls that result in the bowler being disallowed from bowling further in that 
innings  

i) causing avoidable damage to the pitch contrary to Laws 42.13 and/or Law 42.14 that results in a five-run 
penalty being awarded  

 

Level 3  

a) intimidating an umpire  

b) threatening to assault another player, team official or spectator  

c) using language or gesture that offend, insult, humiliate, intimidate, threaten, disparage or vilify another 
person on the basis of that person’s race, religion, sexual orientation, colour, descent or national or ethnic 
origin  

d) the deliberate bowling of any high full-pitched ball contrary to Law 42.8  

 

Level 4  

a) threatening an umpire  

b) physical assault of another player, umpire, official or spectator  

c) any act of violence on the field of play  

d) using language or gestures that seriously offend, insult, humiliate, intimidate, threaten, disparage or vilify 
another person on the basis of that person’s religion, sexual orientation, colour, descent or national or 
ethnic origin.  

 
The conduct listed in Level 1 to Level 4 above cannot be considered to be exhaustive. 

 


