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This document is intended as a guide to assist Regional and County Performance Officers to choose 
umpires they consider worthy of nomination for the National Panel 2020. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Outline 

Appointments to the National Panel will be made annually by the ECB Umpires’ Manager following 
nominations made by ECB ACO Regional Performance Officers (RPOs) each October. 

The nominations will be confirmed at a meeting of the RPOs and the ECB Umpires’ Manager 
following the closing date for nominations.  

Membership of the National Panel qualifies umpires to be appointed to stand in County Second 
Eleven, Minor Counties and any other cricket matches for which they may be deemed suitable by 
the ECB Umpires’ Manager. 

Membership of the National Panel will continue from year to year for as long as the level of 
performance is deemed to be of the standard required and the umpire is willing to continue. 
 
Nominations are to be based upon evidence Note: - it is NOT an application: 

1) ECB Premier League marks and rankings for the most recent THREE consecutive years. This is to 
be supported by a statement from the Appointments Officer (or equivalent) of the Premier 
League. 
 

2) Nominees are expected to have finished in the upper quartile of their League’s Markings in the 
current and preceding seasons. 
 

3) A personal statement by the candidate confirming his/her availability for appointment to 
weekday matches. 

4) A supporting statement from the candidate’s County Performance Officer (CPO). 

5) A supporting statement from the candidate’s RPO. 

6) The candidate will be required to submit an umpiring CV to include: 

a. a detailed list of matches officiated in the previous THREE seasons 

b. video footage of the umpire in action (see specification in appendix A) 

c. copies of all Independent and official observations, including at least one from the 
preceding season. 
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Typical Time Table 

• End of Season Grading 
The award of a C1 provides the CPO with a first indication of who might be capable of 
progression 
 

o These must be the best umpires in a county, based on evidence of performances. 
They should be in the top quartile of their Premier League Captains’ marks. 
Whatever the arguments may be regarding the fairness of individual captains’ 
marks, it is felt that these tables provide an indication of umpires’ performances 
relative to their peer group, especially when viewed over a three-year period.  These 
marks must be quantified by the relevant ACO/Umpires panel to “oversee any 
anomalies” 
 

• Regional Conference – First List of Possible Nominees, County by County 
 

The RPO needs to know early in the year which umpires their CPOs believe want to, and are 
capable of, progressing to the National Panel. Those individuals will need up-to-date 
portfolios and, during the season: 
 

o Produce a short video (see Appendix A),  
 

o Have been independently observed (See Appendix B) 
 

o Be nominated by CPO and RPO. 
Note: The CPO may require advice from persons with relevant experience and 
knowledge. 
 

• During the Season 

During the Season there will be a refinement of County Nominee Lists by CPOs this could 
mean adding names to the list as well as removal. This needs to be undertaken with some 
care as some individual’s expectations could be high. 
 

• Immediately Post Season  
 

o The CPO sends his final short list along with his nominees’ full portfolios to the RPO, 
having updated the ECB Premier League marks and rankings to include only the most 
recent three seasons’ results. 
 

Role of the RPO 
 

The RPO acts as the conduit through which nominations for the National Panel are progressed 
through the ECBACO Performance Committee and then made to the ECB Umpires’ Manager.   

The break out session at the Regional Conference provides an ideal opportunity for CPOs to inform 
the RPO who they have on their radar either for the National U3A (Stage 4) education course and/or 
for consideration for National Panel Nomination. 
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Along with the RAOs, ensures the appropriate observations are carried out by a U3A Observer. 

• Immediately Post Season  
A Regional Short List will be produced following Receipt of Portfolios and final nominations 
from CPOs. 
 

 
 
 
 

The potential nominees are solely responsible for their own development, the production and 
upkeep of their own portfolios including the video 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Appendices 

Appendix A 
 
Video 

Video footage taken of the umpire in action - approximately five minutes duration, or JUST over, to 
show the umpire in Field Kit and to be of the umpire in action at the bowler's end.   
The nominee is to choose the footage to be submitted as an example of what they want to showcase 
e.g. their general appearance on the field of play: 

The video can be provided as a file or a hyperlink to a video. If a hyperlink is used it must be made 
clear in the portfolio that this is the case. 

 

Appendix B 
 
Observation 

The observations are to be undertaken by an ECB ACO Observer who ideally has experience of 
officiating at the equivalent of National Panel standard and or has undertaken training for the role. 

 

 


