
Good Afternoon All, 
  
I hope you have recovered from your Stage 1 & 2 courses, but seriously hope you gained a lot from 
them. 
As I mentioned on the last day you now need to decide what can you do / where can you go next. 

At this point it is worth saying that it is not as bad being an umpire as many portray. You would join a 
group of committed individuals who really enjoy umpiring. 
There is NO pressure to do anything, but you could: 

a) Simply still retain an interest in umpiring and maybe do some casual games. 

b) Be a Club Umpire 

c) Join a League and / or County Panel 

d) A combination of b) and c). i.e. you could still play on a Saturday or Sunday and join a county 
panel umpiring when not playing, such as in the week. 

For those deciding on c) or d) then you do need to become accredited which simply means being 
checked for competency. It could also help those choosing option b. 

The team at Edgbaston are a little behind schedule but have promised to open the registration link 
for accreditation within the next 10 days. They will email you directly with the instructions on how to 
register. The registration will be open until the 31st of July. This of course assumes that you have 
joined ECB ACO. 
 
Just to recap anyone joining the system will chose (or be assigned) a mentor. You are likely to stand 
with that mentor at least once, but he / she will be available for you to talk to and discuss anything 
that has cropped up.  
When you mentor thinks you are ready, they will contact your County Development Officer (me) 
who will arrange for an observation. Following the observation, you will be given some development 
pointers, be signed off as competent and assigned as a U2A qualified umpire. Naturally if any 
development points are considered major or there are too many then you carry on until your 
mentor says you are ready again. 
 
The two prerequisites are that you must be a member of ECB ACO. If you do not choose Berkshire as 
your home county, then the CDO of your county of choice will manage the process. 
The second prerequisite is that you must take the Stage 2 on-line Laws course and should target a 
90% mark. This will be very similar to the MCC course that you have probably done but we (ECB 
ACO) have taken the content and packaged the questions to be in line with the type of umpiring you 
will be doing at the beginning of your, hopefully, long and enjoyable career. 
 
As I presented recently, within Berkshire we supplement the above with a series of workshops 
(normally three) where you can work with your colleagues and mentors on various aspects of the 
“trade” plus we will give extra support in terms of regular “mini” observations. There is obviously a 
charge for this on top of the accreditation fee. 
 
As Gail will have informed you those that join the Berkshire Cricket Officials Association (BCOA) will 
pay a heavily discounted rate for the workshops.  
You must be a member of ACO to join but can be from another County. 
 
As time is slipping I would like you to let me know as soon as you can whether you intend to sign 
up PLUS whether you will be interested in joining the Berkshire Supplementary Supported 



Development Workshops. 
I (we) have a lot of arranging to do. 
 
On a second point I have a pre-season game at Falkland on the 27th April where I need one or two 
umpires to stand with me. You MUST be a ECB ACO member & priority will be given to those that are 
members of BCOA. There will be no fee for the match. If you are interested please let me know. 
 
 
Finally I would like to invite you all to our next monthly meeting (Monday 11th March, 19:45 
Wokingham Cricket Club) where we have Ian Gould as our guest speaker. 
 
 

Best Regards 

John 
  
 
John Golding. 
County Development Officer 
Berkshire Cricket Officials Association 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
This note was sent to ALL candidates as soon as they left the room 


